R arferehy JreTaensT e e 9Rwe 09 Aaw=y, 2019

TETHAHAT GaNT A [HAFehor Heafetid HAEART & el # giator-giaior dgarer
Selel 8 R AIfishT ITHeTeT U et IRYe, CeTeeT H Ush SchST hogs ol TATIAT
gyoT

FATEYCAROT fATF0T g TYeFd TS T (UNCCD) o TaThRT & 149 FFHAA (COP-
14) & 3T T GHIT & SeHTeT HARIE HI TN P §F Telerai= A wes G o o
e TSE UG IRISET HEATA! o GAE, TIhRT o JHE 63 2l & AT g aQqw=ir
3ufefa & agr ofer iR eleor 1 FAEs & FaATT & defas eiewor 3k
cIehotleh & HHATARN T FGTdT &ol gc] HR o HRCNY alfateh! ITaT U et aRwe 7 veh
3PSl Sheg; T TUTIAT T hagell foraT §1 Tg dhog A & (a=iientor GAEIn3it geafeerd
AT, Teholieh AT AT AT & YIRAGTOT F 3G GIATUT-GIAIoT FgdeT &l dgrar |
TAATT H AEEYAIHIOT TAIT0T & HYeFel TS A (UNCCD) o JaTehRT T 1487 HEHolel
ARA AR T




$H =IO & aTfeiehr HTHTT Uq 8 fa=iiehior T AT o FATENA T $1fA
fAF=TehoT by HATAT3H & FATUT & ] RAT aATfeAehl 3HeneT Ta fRA&T TR, I d=ATfeieh
AT @I dRFF TR W Iga el # Ferar fAeem| Gglieet F&ud dRdg arfershr
3TEET Ug RIT 9Rve, qATaR0T U de7 HAT, AR ALhR i Teh T HEAT 8, T8
AT ATiehT JHTEereT, RIGT Ua faEaR W HRaay # fafdeer sitonfols =t & e &t
HEATAT U U e 3TTHUTT ol 3 ATCAH § 391 I FodTTed e ¢ |

R aTfeieht 3eTaeT=T U RI&T IRV o Wiell & JeI&UTeT, &R AT IHT FHer3i
& GUR, ¥d & el T TAAHI0T, AT FATTIA H TeA0T, ITg Ak iV aTfetehr = T
faerra T R Sirel [ HRIhA & 3chse HRT ol 81 HRAT aTfeishl 3TaeTT U
fR1efr 9w, o F=iY & ScdTeehl Ua fohdTell T 31T 96T 8 F&il 1 Seaid freT 1 faehre
o fora €1 R arfaishy srefaen= Ua RIam aRwe, garT 918 =l fAdeiienor va e
fAF=IeRoT hr TATAIIN & FATYT & ISET 183 Told (REDD+) 0TI R THR o
TAhd A E

HAT arferehr 3eTeeneT U AT IR, & Hgliacren 31, G20 IRNel, A I i Ig
3chSedl dheg ATEAAIHIOT fATA0T 8 HJFd USC AT (UNCCD) Ig 3chsedl dhog
ATEYANIRIOT fATA0T g ;TG IS AT (UNCCD) & Taehrarefiel Tee Sl o s 8ffa
o fXa=TehYuT T Aehed U fia=iichel $fF & FUR g ATl Ud cAeheileh ol TTeTel TGTeT T,
Sifeh Stafafaerdr F&ToT Wiy Ua STol FR&T, SiifdehldTolel & HIY-HTY GO JaT o e
U Ioatid ol 7 HETTH BT | TG Shogs A TAFIIHI0T, TIRAT Feered T FFAURERT & AT &
37TETeT UGTeT U &THdT ThI o 819 H I Y I IATSEIT UG ST TEATAT I siedichdl H
T |

TG g HTA TAFRIOT Sl Uehal o T hl AACRIT U Hedlehel dUT SHAT Teh
STerad 8 IR T |
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Prime Minister announces setting up of Centre of Excellence in India at the
Indian Council of Forestry Research and Education to promote South-
South cooperation for addressing land degradation issues

Hon’ble Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi while inaugurating the High Level Segment
of Conference of Parties to United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification
(UNCCD) in the presence of heads of the UN and other international organizations,
leaders of states and ministers from many countries,announced today thatin order to
further develop our scientific approach and facilitate induction of technology to land
degradation issues, India has decided to set up a Centre of Excellence at Indian Council
of Forestry Research and Education. This agency will actively engage to promote South-
South cooperation with those who may wish to access knowledge, technology, and
training of manpower to address land degradation related issues. Currently, 14t
Conference of Parties (COP-14) of UNCCD is being held in India from 2 to 13 September
2019.

This is a major boost to the recognition of the global scientific role of Indian Council of
Forestry Research and Education (ICFRE) in addressing major forestry research and
land degradation issues. ICFRE based atDehradun is an autonomous body of the
Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change, Government of India, which
carries out its programs on forestry research, education and extension through a
network of its nine Institutes and five centres spread across various geographic zones in
the country. ICFRE has done significant work on development of models for restoration
of mined out areas, reclamation of sodic soil and saline lands, sand dune stabilization,
cold desert afforestation, development of windbreak agroforestry system and green
skills development program. ICFRE has also developed high yielding varieties of various
tree species to improve productivity and augment farmers’ income.Government of India
has approved National REDD+ Strategy developed by ICFRE in 2018 to address
deforestation and land degradation.

The main role of the Centre of Excellence would be to share knowledge and technology
amongst developing countries of UNCCD to arrest further land degradation and
restoration of degraded lands aiming at conserving biodiversity, food and water security,
support livelihoods alongwith maintaining the flow of ecosystem goods and services for
posterity. It will facilitate networking of national and international institutions working
on land sustainability and ecosystem management for knowledge sharing, capacity
building of the stakeholders in land degradation neutrality (LDN) target setting
andprovide technical support for land degradation mapping with better resolution for
developing countries. It will also be engaged in developing planning, monitoring and
evaluation systems for interventions to combat land degradation through creation of a
database and knowledge sharing systems.



https://indianexpress.com/about/narendra-modi

Although UNCCD Secretariat is helping the developing country parties to build their
capacities in achieving LDN targets by 2030 but still there are a lot of gaps in capacities
of the developing countries for achieving their LDN targets which shall be addressed
through establishment of this South-South Centre of Excellence on land degradation.

Target 15.3 of Sustainable Development Goal 15 aims to combat desertification, restore
degraded land and soil, including land affected by desertification, drought and floods,
and strive to achieve a land degradation-neutral world by 2030. The concept of land
degradation neutrality (LDN) is a strong vehicle for driving the implementation of the
Convention.Land Degradation Neutrality aims to sustain the productivity of land,
maintain the land based natural capital, support sustainable flow of ecosystem goods
and services and thus meets the needs of present and future generations.LDN concept
aims to achieve a balance between anticipated new land degradation and future efforts
to improve degraded land through land restoration and sustainable land management
etc. Achieving land degradation neutrality - by preventing land degradation and
rehabilitating already degraded land, scaling up sustainable land management and
accelerating restoration initiatives - is a pathway to greater resilience and security for
all. Restoring the soils of degraded ecosystems has the potential to store up to 3 billion
tons of carbon annually.




