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RFRI celebrates International Day for Biological 

Diversity  

Rain Forest Research Institute, Jorhat (Assam) celebrated International Day 

for Biological Diversity on 22
nd

 May, 2019 at Silapathar Residential Higher Secondary 

School, Silapathar, Dhemaji (Assam). More than 650 students from around 15 schools 

participated in the programme. Various programmes were organized among the students 

to create awareness on biological diversity and its conservation.  

Day-long programme was inaugurated by Shri B. Baruah, Vice Principal (Retired) of 

the School by planting a sapling at the school premises. Various competitions such as 

Drawing, Extempore Speech, Instant Slogan Writing, Elocution and Quiz were held 

among the students of different schools of Dhemaji district. 

An inter-school Quiz competition was conducted by Shri R. K. Kalita, Scientist, RFRI, 

Jorhat. There were ten teams in the preliminary round of the competition, out of which 

six teams were selected for final round. 

The Open Session was initiated with a chorus which was performed by teachers of the 

host school. Shri D. R. Upadhayay, Principal, Silapathar Residential H S School 

welcomed all dignitaries, teachers and students. Open Session was attended by Dr. R. S. 

C. Jayaraj, Director, RFRI as Chief Guest; Dr. Ranjit Saikia, Principal, Silapathar 

Science College as Guest of Honour; Shri Toseswar Mili Agarwala, Environmentalist as 

invited speaker, Shri Pradip Barua, Chairman, School Management and Development 

Committee and Shri D. R. Upadhayay, Principal, Silapathar Residential H S School. 

Dr. R. S. C. Jayaraj, Director, RFRI gave an impressive presentation on food diversity 

of India and its importance to human welfare. Shri Toseswar Mili Agarwala, 

Environmentalist, addressed the students and appealed to the students to take care of 

planted saplings. He expressed grave concern on increased menace of plastic pollution. 
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He told that entire ecosystem of the earth has been severely polluted by plastics, 

especially the ocean and seas.    

Dr. Ranjit Saikia, Principal, Silapathar Science College sensitized the students and told 

that no organism including man will survive, if plants vanish from this planet; however, 

plants will be able to survive even if other organisms including man vanish.  

As a sideline of the celebration, a Science Exhibition was also held to disseminate the 

information to the students/public. Publications of RFRI, Jorhat were also distributed to 

the students. 

Two girl students Ms. Deepshikha Baidya and Ms Sushmita Deka performed two 

beautiful dance items during the Open Session.  

Winners of various competitions were awarded with trophy and a certificate in the Open 

Session. 

Shri D. R. Upadhyaya, Principal, Silapathar Residential H. S. School, Silapathar and his 

team very effectively organized all the events.  

Shri R. K. Kalita, Scientist ‘E’ & HoD, Extension, RFRI; Shri Bibhuti Deka, Sr. 

Technical Officer, RFRI, Jorhat, Shri Kumud Bora, Technical Officer; Shri Debojit 

Neog, Technical Officer and Shri N. C. Das, Technical Officer, RFRI, Jorhat 

meticulously planned and executed the programme. 
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Glimpses of the Programme 
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