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Regional Research Conference (RRC) of Eastern India was held at Institute Forest 

Productivity (IFP), Ranchi on 15th May, 2018 for “Identification of research needs for eastern 

regions”. Dr. S.C. Gairola, IFS , Director General (DG), Indian Council of Forestry Research and 

Education (ICFRE), Dehradun and Chancellor FRI Deemed University presided over the RRC, 

while Dr. Sanjay Kumar, IFS, PCCF-cum-HoFF, Jharkhand graced the occasion as the Chief 

Guest. The Deputy Director General (Research), ICFRE, Sh. S. D. Sharma, IFS was also present in 

the event. The senior level forest officers from State Forest Departments of Jharkhand, Bihar 

and West Bengal, foresters, Non-Government Officials (NGOs), progressive farmers, 

researchers from institutions and academicians from universities and other academic 

institutions of the region also participated in the conference.  

Dr. Nitin Kulkarni, Director, IFP, Ranchi delivered his welcome address followed by 

introduction of the concept and ideology behind the conference by Sh. S. D. Sharma, DDG 

(Research). Sh. Sharma apprised the gathering about the outcomes of three RRCs organized by 

ICFRE prior to the present one and set the tone of the conference.   

In his presidential address, Dr. S.C. Gairola, DG, ICFRE, informed the house that the 

vision behind the organization of RRC is to further strengthen linkages of forestry research 

institutes with that of its stakeholders, through brainstorming to identify the immediate research 

needs of SFDs and other stakeholders. This will guide future forestry research plans, he said. Dr. 

Gairola also opined his strong belief in more synergistic approach to be more impactful on national 

level. This is possible only when all research and academic institutions and the beneficiaries keep 

interacting to streamline the future research plans of the forestry research institutions, firstly at 

regional level and then at national level. He further added that an appropriate level of synergy 

between the research institutions and the stakeholders' is the key to resolve many region-specific 

problems like improvement in productivity of forests and soils and climate change related issues. He 

also said that addressing the problem of climate change is utmost important and ICFRE is being 

equipped to fulfill India's commitment towards Carbon Sequestration and landscape restoration. 

While speaking on requirement of policy researches in the current scenario of climate change, he 

informed the house that the ICFRE has recently established a Centre for Forest Policy Research to 

assist the government in formulating appropriate forest policies facilitating important decision 

making. 



In his inaugural address, the Chief Guest Dr. Sanjay Kumar, IFS, PCCF-cum-HoFF, 

Jharkhand opined that fundamental and applied researches both are equally important and 

appreciated the works being carried out by the IFP, Ranchi. However, he stressed that major thrust 

for the forestry research institutions like IFP and others should be on the applied research relevant 

directly to stakeholders. In his view, the eastern region of the country has a distinct identity due to 

presence of substantial tribal population and rich mineral resources. Thus researchers should address 

the challenges of balancing among mining, industrial development, biodiversity conservation, 

besides honoring the needs and aspiration of indigenous communities.  

The dignitaries also released four IFP publications on the occasion; a book in Hindi entitled, 

पोप्लर आधाररत कृषि वानिकी कक वैद्न्यानिक षवधधयााँ एवं संभाविाऐं authored by Sh. Aditya Kumar 

and Dr Nitin Kulkarni, Annual Lac Bulletin 2016-2017 (continuously published since 1994), 

Brochure of the Institute and शोध तरु (Vol. III), a Hindi Research Journal on Forestry Research.  

The proceedings of the conference ware conducted by Dr. Sanjay Singh, Scientist-F and 

the Organizing Secretary, whereas the media and public relations were managed by PRO of the 

institute, Shri. S.N. Mishra. The inaugural programme ended with the formal Vote of Thanks by 

the Convener of the Conference, Dr. Sharad Tiwari, Group Coordinator (Research), IFP, Ranchi 

to all the dignitaries and distinguished participants.  

The RRC was divided in to five Technical Sessions. Overall, there were 12 presentations 

by : Dr. Jose T. Mathew, IFS, Principal Chief Conservator of Forests (Research and Monitoring), 

SFD, West Bengal, Shri U.S. Jha, PCCF, SFD, Patna, Bihar, Mrs. Shailaja Singh, CCF (Research), 

SFD, Jharkhand, Dr. Ajit Kumar, Sinha, Director, Central Tassar Research Institute, Ranchi, Dr. 

Nitin Kulkarni, Director, IFP, Ranchi, Dr. P.B. Meshram, GC(R), Tropical Forest Research 

Institute, Jabalpur, Dr. Mahadeo Mahato, Dean Forestry, Birsa Agricultural University, Ranchi 

and Dr. Keval K. Sharma, Director, Indian Institute of Natural Resins and Gums (IINRG), Ranchi, 

Dr. K.K. Nag, Ex-VC, Binoba Bhave University, Hazaribagh, Dr. Sahtosh Vishnoi, Scientist, 

NBPGR, Ranchi, Md. Khalid, Jharkhand State Livelihood Promotion Society, Ranchi and Shri 

Diwakar Kumar, Jharkhand Office of Horticulture and Agriculture Research. 

Based on the presentations and discussions focused research areas were identified 

under three themes - 

(i) Silviculture and Tree improvement for productivity enhancement  

Group Moderator : Sh P. C. Lakra, IFS, IFP, Ranchi 

Panel members 

1. Dr. Jose T Mathew, IFS, PCCF (Research & Monitoring), WB 

2. Sh. Rakesh Kumar, IFS, Director, Hariyali Mission, Bihar 



3. Sh. Abhiram Nayak,  IFS, CF (Silviculture), Odisha 

4. Sh. Kamlesh Pandey, IFS,  CF (Silviculture), Jharkhand 

5. Sh. S. S. Badhawan, IFS, APCCF (Development) 

6. Prof.  A. K. Mandal, Ramkrishna Mission, Ranchi 

7. Dr.  Mahadev Mahto, Dean, BAU, Ranchi 

8. Dr. M. S. Malik, SAF, Division, BAU, Ranchi 

9. Dr. Jai Kumar, FPU Division, BAU, Ranchi  

Rapporteurs: Sh. Aditya Kumar, Scientist-C and  

Sh. Rajeev Ranjan, T.O.  

(ii) Biodiversity conservation, climate change and ecological rehabilitation  

Sub themes:  

Group Moderator: Dr Sanjay Singh, Scientist – F, IFP, Ranchi 

1.  Dr. Sanjay Kumar, PCCF cum HoFF, Jharkhand 

2.  Sh. Ashish Rawat, IFS, APCCF (FDA), Jharkhand 

3. Mrs. Shailja Singh, IFS, CCF(Res), Jharkhand 

4. Sh. Debanshu Mallick, IFS, CF (Research), WB 

5.  Dr. P.  B.  Meshram, GCR, TRFI, Jabalpur 

6.  Dr.  N. C.  Saha, Dy. Manager (SCD), DVC, Maithon 

7.  Sh.  N.  K.  Rajak, Executive (SCD), DVC, Maithon 

8.  Representative of SPWD, Ranchi 

9.  Dr. S. K. Singh, BAU, Ranchi 

Rapporteurs: Dr. Animesh Sinha, Scientist –E  &    

Ms. Sumita Sircar, T.O.  

(iii) NTFP management and livelihood generation  

 Sub themes:  

Group Moderator :  Dr. M. Ray,  Scientist – D/  Sh. Sanjeev Kumar, Scientist – D  

1. Sh. U. S. Jha, IFS, PCCF (WP, Res. & Dev.), Bihar 

2. Dr. K. K. Nag, Retd. Prof. & Ex-Head, University Dept. of Botany, Ranchi Uni.,  Ranchi & 

Ex-V.C., Binoba Bhave, University, Hazaribagh 

3. Dr.  K. K. Sharma, Director, Indian Institute of Natural Resin & Gum, Namkum, Ranchi 

4. Dr.  Ajit Kumar Sinha, Director, Central Tassar Research & Training Institute, Ranchi 

5. Dr. Debjani Roy,Executive Director, SEPC, Kolkatta 

6. Mr. Paritosh Upadhyay, IFS, CEO, Jharkhand State Livelihood Promotion Society, JOHAR 

7.  Dr. M. S. Siddiqui,  BAU, Ranchi 

8. Dr. A. K. Chakraborty, BAU, Ranchi 



9.  Sh.  Binod Horo, Officer – in – charge, (SPAR), Ranchi 

10.  Sri Roshan Lal Sharma , Director, Tajna Shellac Pvt. Ltd., Khunti 

Rapporteurs: Dr. P. K. Das, Scientist-D,  

Ms. R. S. Kujur, Scientist – C &  

Sh. Ravinder Raj Lal, ACTO. 

 

The delegates joined the respective groups based on their speciality and area of interest 

for brain-storming and presentation of ideas and suggestions which was followed by 

presentations of salient recommendations by the group moderators. 

Finally, the wrap-up session aimed for finalizing the recommendations of different themes, 

presented by three different groups, was chaired by Dr. S.C. Gairola, the Director General, 

ICFRE and Co-Chaired by Sh. S.D. Sharma, DDG (Research), ICFRE, Dehradun. The conference 

was concluded by presentation of formal Vote of Thanks to all the participants by Dr. Nitin 

Kulkarni, Director, Institute of Forest Productivity, Ranchi 

 

 

Dr. S.C. Gairola, IFS , DG, ICFRE, Dehradun and Chancellor FRI DU, Chief Guest Dr. Sanjay Kumar, IFS, PCCF-cum-HoFF, Jharkhand, Sh. 
S.D. Sharma, DDG (Research), ICFRE, Dehradun, Dr. Nitin Kulkarni, Director, IFP, Ranchi inaugurating the conference along with 

Convener Dr. Sharad Tiwari, GCR (Research) and organizing secretary Dr. Sanjay Singh, Scientist-F. 



 

 

 

Inaugural session of the 4th Regional Research Conference  Sh. S.D. Sharma, DDG (Research), ICFRE 

 

 

 

Chief Guest Dr. Sanjay Kumar, IFS, PCCF-cum-HoFF, Jharkhand  Dr. S.C. Gairola, IFS , DG, ICFRE, Dehradun and Chancellor FRI 
Deemed University presided over the RRC 

 

 

 

Dr. Nitin Kulkarni, Director, IFP, Ranchi on welcome address  Viewers and participants of RRC 

 

 

 

RRC in progress  Release of Shodhtaru 
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Organizing secretary Dr. Sanjay Singh, Scientist-F  Dr Jose T. Mathew, IFS Principal Chief Conservator of Forests 
(Research and Monitoring), SFD, West Bengal 



 

 

 

Sh. U. S. Jha, IFS, PCCF (WP, Res. & Dev.), Bihar  RRC in progress 
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RRC in progress  Dr. Nitin Kulkarni, Director, IFP, Ranchi presenting memento to 
Sh. Rakesh Kumar, IFS, Director, Hariyali Mission 



 

 

 

Dr. Nitin Kulkarni, Director, IFP, Ranchi  Dr. Jose T Mathew, IFS, PCCF (Research & Monitoring), WB and 
Mrs. Shailja Singh, CCF (Research), SFD, Jharkhand 
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Sri Roshan Lal Sharma , Director, Tajna Shellac Pvt. Ltd., Khunti  Dr. Nitin Kulkarni, Director, IFP, Ranchi presenting memeto to 
Mrs. Shailja Singh, CCF (Research), SFD, Jharkhand 

   



 
 

 

 

 

Vote of thanks of inaugural session by Convener  
Dr. Sharad Tiwari, GCR (Research) 

 Workshop was ended with Vote of thanks by Dr. Nitin Kulkarni, 
Director, IFP, Ranchi 

 

 

Dr. Nitin Kulkarni, Director, IFP, Ranchi presenting memento to  
Dr. S.C. Gairola, IFS , DG, ICFRE, Dehradun and Chancellor FRI DU, Dehradun. 
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