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Insect-Pests and Diseases on Forest Tree Species and Their Management: A 

training programme for the Field Functionaries of State Forest Department of 

Himachal Pradesh    
 

A training programme on “Insect-Pests and Diseases on Forest Tree Species and Their 

Management” was organised by Himalayan Forest Research Institute on 18
th

 March, 2019 in the 

Conference Hall of the institute. The training was attended by 25 trainees of Forest Training 

Institute, Chail, District Solan, Himachal Pradesh. The objective of the training was to appraise 

the trainees about the important insect-pests and disease of forestry species and their 

management.  

 

Sh. Subhas Chander, Scientist- D, Coordinator of the training programme welcomed the 

participants and briefed them about the outline of the training programme. Dr. V.P. Tewari, 

Director, Himalayan Forest Research Institute, Shimla, inaugurated the training programme. In 

his inaugural address, Dr. Tewari said that insects constitute the largest group of organisms on 

this planet, which includes beneficial as well harmful species. He was of opinion that for  
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 effective pest management strategy, a sound knowledge 

of identification of insects is very important. He further 

added that this training programme will be helpful to the 

participants to recognise diseases and insect-pests attack 

on forest tree species. He also advised the participants 

that if they observe any incident of insect-pest attack in 

forests, they can contact HFRI, Shimla for development 

of suitable management strategy. Dr. Tewari 

encouraged the trainees to actively participate in the discussion to make the training programme 

fruitful. 

 

During the technical session, Dr. Vineet Jishtu, Scientist- D, 

HFRI, delivered a talk on plant species occurring in various 

ecological zones of Himachal Pradesh. Dr. Sandeep Sharma, 

Scientist- G, HFRI, discussed about nursery techniques of 

important conifers and broadleaved trees of Himachal Pradesh 

and explained about raising of quality planting stock, 

polyhouse technique, composting, vermi-composting, potting 

media etc. for modernising forest nurseries in Himachal Pradesh.  

 Dr. S.P. Bhardwaj, Ex- Vice Chancellor, Manav Bharti 

University, Solan, Himachal Pradesh highlighted the 

beneficial and harmful insect of forest ecosystem and 

discussed management of key insect-pests. He also advised 

the participants to conserve the diversity of beneficial insects 

and to follow eco-friendly 

strategies for the management 

of harmful pests. In the afternoon session, Dr. R.K. Verma, 

Scientist- G, HFRI, delivered a talk on Eco-restoration of degraded 

areas and emphasized on plantation and restoration of different 

types of wastelands of Himachal Pradesh. He also explained about 

potting mixture and plant species suitable for eco-restoration of lime 
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stone mined out areas and other types of wastelands. Dr. Ashwani 

Tapwal, Scientist- E, HFRI, highlighted the important diseases of 

conifers and discussed their eco-friendly management. Sh. Subhas 

Chander, Scientist-D discussed about the outbreak of white grub and 

termites in nurseries, plantations and 

their management and deliberated 

broadly upon eco-friendly management of insect-pests with special 

reference to forestry species. During the laboratory visit, Mrs. 

Savita Kumari Banyal, ACTO, briefed participants about various 

ongoing research activities of Forest Protection Laboratory of the 

institute and also made the participants familiar with specimens of 

insects-pests and diseases.   
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During plenary session of the training programme, the issues and concerns of the participants 

were addressed by the Scientists and director of the institute. Dr. Rajesh Sharma, Group 

Coordinator (Research) in his concluding remarks highlighted the importance of the training 

programmes conducted by the institute and emphasized upon the management of insect-pests and 

disease in the forests. In the end, Dr. V.P. Tewari, Director, HFRI, Shimla, distributed the 

certificates of participation to the trainees. He also appreciated the participants for showing keen 

interest in the training programme and assured to include their suggestions in the future training 

programmes. The training programme ended with vote of thanks by Mrs. Savita Kumari Banyal. 
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Media Coverage 

  

      Panjab Kaseri: 19/03/2019               Himachal Dastak: 19/03/2019 

Amar Ujala: 19/03/2019 
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Danik Bhaskar: 19/03/2019 

 

Jansata: 19/03/2019 


