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A two-day brainstorming workshop on the
Sustainable Land and Ecosystem Manage-
ment (SLEM) began at the Indian Council
of Forestry Research and Education
(ICFRE) here Wednesday.

The workshop is a part of the consultative
process under the World Bank-led project,
Policy and Institutional Reform for Main-
streaming and Up-scaling Sustainable Land
and Ecosystem Management in India, and
is being held under the aegis of the Union
Ministry of Environment and Forests.

Dr GS Rawat, Director-General, ICFRE,
said the global concerns for an ever-growing
population continue to be the reason
enhancement in the land producuvny to
offer food and fibre security leading to
removmg poverty and maintaining a healthy
environment for the present and posterity.

SLEM is an innovative management
approach to arrest or prevent land degrada-
tion as compared to reclamation and rever-
sal of degraded land. According to esti-
mates, degraded lands in India account for
nearly 120 million hectare out of the total
landmass of India that totals to 329 million
hectare. This is already a cause of serious
concern and the situation is made more
complex as the changing climate may also
take its own toll of land productivity, land

management held

degradation and associated biodiversity.

Dr Rawat said the overall objective of
SLEM was to contribute to poverty allevia-
tion in India by promoting enhanced effi-
ciency of natural resource use, improved
land and ecosystem productivity, and
reduced vulnerability to extreme weather
events, including the effect of climate
change. The SLEM partnership seeks to
create synergy among various SLEM proj-
ect partners through sharing best
practices/lessons learnt, and by providing
policy recommendations to scale up the
SLEM approach in India.

The DG, ICFRE, reminded the partici-
pants that policy and institutional analysis
for assessment of gaps and barriers to
implement SLEM in India is required to be
documented and overcome and would be an
important tool to monitor impact of main-
streaming policies in future. The ICFRE
institutes, he said, would need to support
and contribute to the success in laying a
strong foundation to the baseline study on
the land degradation in the country.

Dr Rabindra Kumar, DDG (Extension),
Omkar Singh, DDG (Education), Sandeep
Tripathi, Director (Research) and many
other senior officers from ICFRE,
Dehradun were present. The participants at
the workshop include nodal officers, scien-
tists and experts from the eight ICFRE
institutes across the country. /






