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Dehradun-based Forest Research
Institute (FRI) has zeroed in on the
Lodhi Gardens for setting up a but-
terfly park in Delhi, first of its kind

in the national Capital.

The FRI team is to put before the
Delhi government its road map for
the butterfly park in its meeting to
be held on June 5.

“We will be submitting a final
road map for the park to the Delhi
government on June 5,” said Dr SS
Negi, Director of the FRI.

The park will house various
species of the moth. The institute
that has been entrusted with
the task had already submitted a
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project réport to the Delhi adminis-
tration for the purpose some
time back.

The project will be rendered the
expertise of the FRI's Forest
Entomology Division team led by
Dr Arun Pratap Singh. It will have
the first major task at hand for
the division in the form of the but-
terfly park.

The institute, however, has been
into research work linked to butter-
flies across the country.

Interestingly, a well-known organ-
isation in forestry, FRI officials
were for the first time getting into
construction of the park. There are
very few butterfly parks in the
country, which include the famous
Bannargatta Park in Karnataka.

North India so far is devoid of any
major butterfly park.

Significantly, the FRI had some
time back taken a lead towards
opening a butterfly park at the
Survey of India, Dehradun, which,
however, could not materialise.
The FRI officials are hoping to
begin the work within two to three
months time.

The butterfly park in Delhi can be
a delight for researchers and will
also put Delhi on the butterfly map
of the country.

The FRI has been assisting the
Delhi government for a long
towards beautification of the
national Capital as part of its prepa-
rations for the Delhi Common-
wealth Games 2010.
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