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|CFRE DG Dr GS Rawat speaking at the consultative meeting on biodiversity challenges and issues at FRl in
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The Director General of Indian Council
of Forestry Research and Education
Dr GS Rawat said that various environ-
mental and social issues related to the bio-
diversity cannot be ignored in the present
age. He said this while speaking as the
chief guest at one-day consultative meet-
ing on the topic “Biodiversity: Challenges
and Issues” organised by the Forest
Research Institute (FRI) and ICFRE in
Dehradun on Thursday.

Welcoming the speakers and gather-
ing on the occasion the FRI director Dr
SS” Negi said that the programme is
being held following the declaration by the
United Nations General Assembly of the
year 2010 as the ‘International Year of
Biodiversity (IYB).

The International Year of
Biodiversity is meant to help raise
awareness of the importance of biodi-
versity through activities and events in
many countries. The FRI also organised
different activities to celebrate biologi-
cal diversity and its value for life on

earth as part of the IYB. A total of five
eminent speakers addressed the gath-
ering on different aspects of
biodiversity. ’

Professor RD Gaur spoke on floral
bio-diversity with a focus on the Indian
aspect whereas the former director for the
Wildlife Insitute of India HS Panwar spoke
on issues pertaining to wildlife conser-
vation in which he favoured a practical
approach and ensuring the participation
of people living in forest areas.

The pro-vice chancellor of Delhi
University Professor CR Babu delivered
a talk on the effect of invasive species
on bio-diversity and discussed means of
controlling the invasion and resulting
problems. Dr AK Ghosh discussed in
detail the effects of global climatic

changes on the contents of
biodiversity.
NS Yadav from the Gujarat

Biodiversity Board addressed the gather-
ing on aspects of the Biodiversity Rules
2002 and other related rules while going
in tothe details of their peculiarities and
contradictions within the rules. /







